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T« 1 : (47) 94M-0. The author, Maaanobu TauJI, 

1 ■— l* o former Japanese army 

°* AKA .:i > J > iL mo BIdc T#I: (35J 0X17 colonel who waa recognised as 
aUBfl G y pT ION ****’ one of IU moat brilliant staff of* 
oaa^gwnthjwoo by mail ¥440 fleers during the period whenj 

TOKYO, Monday may is iM mllltarlallc and Inv 1 

y - - ' AYl — perlallatic aim reached Ms acnlth 

and when It Analty plummeted 
to oblivion on Auguat 18, 1045. 

Underground Escape la the 
first of a series of six best-selling 
documentary books by Mr. 
Tsujl. The other books ore 
detailed and authoritative re- 
ports of the Japanese- army, Its 
problems and Its activities In 

I Manchuria, Guadalcanal, Burma 
and Singapore, The first volume 
describes Mr. TauJI's experiences 
following Japan's surrender 
| until his unexpected re-ap- 

I pea ranee in Japan three years: 
later. j 

Paring those three years, he! 
cast off his unlfofm and the 


authority HkT prestlg t which 
Had long been the concomitant 
of being an officer of the Japa- 
nese army and trareted In the 
ragged robes of an itinerant 
Buddhist priest and the padded 
gown of a Chinese In a journey 
’ that edvered 7,800 miles from 
Bangkok, through French Indo- 
china and into Chine by way ofj 
Kunming, Chungking, Nanking 
and Shanghai until he finally! 
: returned on May 20. 1948, to a; 
j defeated, prostrate Japan. 

Of considerable Interest today 
is Mr. Tsujl’s analysis of the 
growing power of communism 1 
In Southeast and East Asia. The 
description of th* internal dis- 
sension and corrupt conditions 
that drove tbe*peoples lr. these 
areas to oppose existing gov- 
ernments and yield to the 
tempting promises of the Com- 
muhists In their own land re- 
presents a clarification of the 
challenge faced by the free 
world m checking the aggres- 
sive advance of the Red Star 
Ithroughout Asia.-- - ; . 

: In; his fbrsfword, _ Mr. Tsujl 
says: The glm of this work Jus 
been : fo^deplct ' In naked , reality 
the picture 'of vAila as I saw it, 
hot’wljfh the eyes of a r yictor 
national, - but ^with^tbe sympa- 
thetic .. suffering! 7 of" one 5 that 
tasted .bitter. defeat.', i : would 
I deem It an unexpected happi- 
| ness If from these pages the 
throbbing feelings and aspira- 
tions of tbe peoples of Ajla can 
be caught" 

Through the help of the 
Chungking Government under- 
ground system which controlled 
1,500,000 Chinese residents In 
Thailand, the author, declaring! 
hls hope to meet Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek aod bis trusted 
adviser. Gin. Tal L4, to ^pen 
the way for JapaneseChlna col- 
laboration, was able to cross 
frontiers into Chins. 

After months of hardships' and 
d angers ' Mr.Tsu ] l Anally reach- 
ed Chungking. .But before a 
meeting with Generalissimo 
Chiang and Gen. Tal wpa' 
achieved, disaster struck when 
the aircraft carrying Gen. Tal 
from Tslnguio to Chungking 
oraahed, killing the one man 
who was, in the author's 
opinion, the only person in a> 
position, to give counsel to 
Chiang Kai-shek. Gen. Tal was 
the key. man In the Chinese! 
underground and espionage 
system working against the 
Japanese army in China, but 
there existed a comradeship be- 
tween him and Mr. Tsujl be- 
cause of their common faith in 
the ideals of an East Asia federa- 
tion though* the two men had 
never met Mr. Tsujl describes 
Gen. Tal as a man of great 
personal courage and integrity. 

With Gen. Tal’s death, the 
author lost hls hopes for achiev- 
ing hls dreams of Slno-Japanese 
cooperation, but he wrote 
several letters to Cbisng Kal- 
sbek, one being written In 
blood, and receiving favorable 
replies but nothing concrete 
came of this correspondence. 


Of considerable historical in- 
terest is the revelation by Mr. 
Tsujl in his letters to General- , 
Isalmo Chiang of rhe close and 
sympathetic Interest end deaira 


held by^ttw Emperor of J«P»n 

friendly tie* with China* and 
concrete efforts by them during 
the period from 19M to 1944 
to achieve this hope ora de- 
scribed. 

Chiang Kai-shek is greatly 
admired by Mr. Tsujl os a 
simple, uncorrupt ana honeit 
leader, but he was also a leaJer 
isolated from the realities, 
particularly after the deeth of 
Gen. Tal, no one hevlng the 
courage to proffer unpleasant 
Information or advice. 

Mr. Tsujl Interprets tha 
reasons for the failure of Gen. 
George C. Marshall's mission to 
China to He In the American 
fallacy that the Chinese revolu- 
tion and the rise to powtr of 
the Chinese Communist Pflrty 
- were modern democratic re- 
solutions. The author views 
(the events as being merely a 
•change of dynasties and ruling 
classes without the full support 
and trust of the people. I 

Having abandoned his hopes 
to achieve hls mission in 
China* Mr. Tsuli in June, 1946^ 
wrote Gem -ICao Jenhuang, 
w£o succeeded Oeo. Tal ;lir p *a 
dtputy chjes ; :6f the ! Military 
Control Bureau*-; and' declared 
hls wUtthg&CM >tor be / arrested 
arid haiuled^^yer'to^Amertcma 
amhorttlea-aa a- war jqdmtoal. 

However,^ orders came tor- Mr.i 
I Tsujl to' go to Nanking, *wheeeJ 
! he was put to work preparing 
manuals of operations for 
Nationalist troops in Manchuria 
and to give lectures on a com-' 
posite survey of a possible third 
world war to high-ranking offi- 
cers In the Nationalist Defense 
Ministry. 

The author at -that time pre- 
dicted that the third world war 
would occur between 1950 and 
1955 as the Soviet Union would 
have completed its fourth Five-j 
Year Flan and as the VS. aid: 
to Western Europe would "bear, 
'fruit about this time." He also 
forecast that Russia would 
possess the atomic bomb by 
that time. He saw America's 
Industrial strength far outpacing 
that of the Sovttt Upton but 
that the, lauer ; ,w<HiM ,haye^U« 

pOs^of stra^tS' ^SiHa&^hi^a 
the former #ouMjbe 
ooocentrsted OkMs- He dhemod 
It wholiy.^^ 

eprcM toVlehd' oa^ American soil 
tjr ' td^forol ^hji^j^ s^rryiEide!^^ , 

Europe, and the Far Bast would 
be a secondary battlefield. He 1 
saw the Soviet Union forced to 
limit its troops in East Asia to 
lass tbap 30. divisions since the 
capacity of: ; the Trans-Siberian 
Railway Was Incapable of sup- 
plying ;a’ greater force. But. this 
view was p rein Ised on^the -event 
that tneNatlonalUtOovernment 
Controlled /Manchuria .> and that 
the United .States had. land, set 
and air hues-, on. the China con- 
tinent. He': ; anticipated^ Soviet 

support -/or ', tbs Chinese- Com- 
munist In a program to create 

a vast buffer. itone in China and 
North Korea.', 

Underground Escape provide* 
interesting reStflng—either as an 
adventure story oraa one source 
of a keen analysis of Asia’s trou- 
bles and problems by a former 
key strategist of the Japanese 
army. For tbe Western -r-Jader, 
the book supplies Informative 
details of the life, habits and 
mentality of a section of the 
Aslan population— G.Y. Some- 
(kawa. 


